
 
 

 

Join PIANC for Advocacy Day 2022 
By Keith Hayes, President, PIANC 

 
What is Advocacy Day?! 
 
I’ll tell you how important it is to participate in this awesome event.  It’s hard to get the 
opportunity to ‘bend the ear’ of a legislator due to geographic separation and just strict 
time restraints.  This day is organized by PIA National Staff, and up until a couple years 
ago, was an in-person opportunity to go to the various Congressional and Senate office 
buildings, set appointments to meet with either the Congressmen/woman, Senators, or 
their staff.  Since COVID we’ve held virtual meetings with the meetings running 20-30 
minutes. We can easily fit in 4-5 meetings in less than a day leaving you time to still get 
work done.    
 
Some of the various topics that are discussed consistently are the FIO (Federal Insurance 
Office), National Flood Program, Crop Insurance, etc.  Recently, Cannabis Safe Harbor 
has become an issue. Not everyone is involved in, nor writing all of these various lines of 
coverage, but they’re all equally important to the overall industry as a whole.   
 
Here's some background on two of the issues: 
 
The Federal Insurance Office was established with the passing of the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010.  You may think – what’s the big 
deal?  Well, currently our industry is regulated at the state level by the respective state 
Insurance Commissioners.  Each state has its own needs and desires as far as insurance 
is concerned.  The Federal government’s approach would be a single brush for the entire 
country and does not necessarily work to better the industry we work in.  The PIA opposes 
the establishment of the FIO and looks currently to get legislation passed to abolish this 
office.  It has the potential for a federal government takeover of the current state-run 
insurance system.   
 
Flood insurance has long been somewhat of a thorn in our side for years.  Instead of 
passing a long-term bill to keep the National Flood Insurance Program going, it continues 
to get extended each time – sometimes coming down to the deadline.  Should this not get 
passed, flood insurance as it’s known now will cease to exist.  PIA encourages a long-
term solution to this issue so that there is more stability in the flood insurance market. 
 
This year we have chosen to have these various meetings over the course of 2 days - 
April 5th & 6th.  We would love to have you join us. If interested, please contact Kevin 
Kowar, Association Executive at Kevin@pianc.net. 
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